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Introduction: Why Tweens?
Tweens/younger teens need programs of their own because:

● They occupy a distinct developmental stage
Tweens and  younger tweens truly are in the middle. There are many
aspects of their particular developmental stage that set them apart
from children and older teens. For example, from 10-14 years old,
youth first begin to show some of traits we associate with the
adolescent years, such as being more externally influenced, looking

for strong relationships outside the family, and so on. But unlike older teens, tweens and younger
teens still return to habits and behaviors of their childhood in times of stress. I have identified some
resources in the notes for this presentation which will be available on our website. I encourage you
all to review the different stages of adolescent development to identify more ways that tweens are
unique. http://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/1813/19311/2/StagesAdol_chart.pdf

● They have unique needs and interests
Because they are in a distinct developmental stage, their interests and needs are pretty different
from both kids and older teens. For example, according to research, this is a prime age to engage
them in leadership roles and give them a voice in decision making. Tweens and younger teens find
justice and equality to be important issues. However, they are still mostly dependent on parents for
transportation and other support to act on their interests. Programs for tweens must balance both
their needs and desires and practical limitations.
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/12_to_14_year_olds_ages_and_stages_of_youth_development

● They are sometimes ignored and/or grouped with younger kids or older teens
In my observation and experience, younger tweens often must choose between programs and
collections aimed at groups that are younger or older then them, when what’s ideal is services
targeted to them. While they do look up to older teens, tweens and younger teens, like most young
people, in general feel most comfortable with others around their own age.

● They are underserved
We are always trying to find new ways to serve people who are underserved or not served at all,
knowing that with limited time and budgets, we simply can’t serve everyone. However, I think
there’s a strong case to be made for finding a way to better serve tweens. As youth enter
adolescence, without robust collections and services, their library use will decline, and you may not
see them in the library again. We do not want them missing out on all the positive outcomes of
summer reading participation and library usage in general.
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● They will make your library better
Tweens have incredible energy, and they are just starting to harness that energy in creative,
thoughtful, and independent ways. When you get to know your tweens and design programs just for
them, you will be able to serve them with some amazing summer programming.

Origami Animals - Origami is a great activity for younger teens.
They are old enough to make origami creations that are a bit more
challenging. They also have a greater ability to teach each other and
assist with the craft. On the other hand, they are young enough that
they generally won’t find origami too juvenile. A great site for
beginning and intermediate origami creations is Origami Club
(http://www.en.origami-club.com/) which has instructions and
videos for each project.

Origami is a relatively inexpensive craft. Instructions can be found online or in books you already
have. If you have a Japanese American neighborhood or a Japanese shop in your town or city, check
if they have a dollar store for very cheap paper.

Host a Local Wildlife Rehabilitation Organization - Does your local
community have an organization devoted to wildlife
rehabilitation? If so, host a representative from the organization to
talk about their work, and possibly even bring a few animals to
show to the audience. Young teens will be interested in this work,
and it can benefit the organization by helping them find potential
new volunteers and advocates. If you don’t have a wildlife
rehabilitation organization nearby, consider hosting a
representative from a local pet adoption center or pet rescue.

Endangered Animals Sidewalk Chalk Murals - The middle
school/early teen years are a time when youth often begin
thinking about bigger issues that they care about. This is an event
where participants can learn more about endangered species, and
then share that information with the public using temporary street
art. Start off by sharing books or fact sheets on various endangered
species, as well as color images of the animals, with participants.
Next, the bulk of the program will be the creation of informative
sidewalk chalk murals. Those who don’t feel artistically inclined

can write a few facts about the species, as well as ways we can help protect the animals. Invite the
general public to view the artwork and learn about wildlife conservation.

This program can give tweens a voice about an issue they care about, and all you need is sidewalk
chalk and wall or sidewalk space.
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Nature Walk - Partner with a local park ranger, naturalist, or your
city or county’s parks and rec department to offer a library
sponsored, naturalist led nature walk. Participants will have the
opportunity to learn about local wildlife, and hopefully spot some
paws. A program like this can bring the expertise of library staff
beyond the walls of the library and out into the world. Plus, you
don’t need a trail or nature preserve. You can do a nature walk in a
local park, or even host a craft or book club program in a local
park.

Pet Photography Contest - Host a pet photography contest, with
prizes for first, second, and third place and/or categories such as
funniest, silliest, most creative, black and white, etc. Participants
can submit digital photos taken with a smartphone or digital
camera, or even print photos if they have access to a film camera.
Library staff can act as judges, or you can try to get local
photographers to judge the competition. You can also host a
viewing of the submitted photos, either in your library, or partner
with a local gallery owner to host the show.

You don’t need access to expensive cameras to make this happen. Many tweens and younger teens
have some kind of mobile device that can take pictures, or can use their parent’s devices. You can
use Instagram or Flickr to collect and share the images.

Local Wildlife Sighting Contest - Create a handout with a checklist
of local wildlife that can be seen commonly in your area, along
with fact sheets with identifying information. Participants can
then compete to identify as many species on the checklist as
possible. Offer prizes to those who sight the most, or hold a raffle
for participants who are able to sight them all.

Random Acts of Kindness for Animals - Create a checklist of ways
young teens can help animals in their area, and offer prizes to those
who complete all or most of the items on the list. Kind actions can
include things like cutting up the plastic rings on a soda sixpack,
volunteering at a local beach or trail cleanup, collecting and
distributing nest materials for birds, creating and hanging a bird
feeder, collecting blankets or other needed materials for a local
shelter, and many more.



Animal Print Painted Glass -
http://club.chicacircle.com/animal-print-painted-glass-diy/
This is a fun and simple craft that you can pair with duct tape
flowers. All you need are glass paint markers and decorative jars
or vases. You can find glass paint markers at most craft stores, and
look for decorative glassware in the dollar bin or thrift store. I
will be demonstrating this craft during the breakout sessions.

Resources:
Stages of Adolescent Development (Cornell)
http://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/1813/19311/2/StagesAdol_chart.pdf

12- to 14-year-olds: Ages and stages of youth development (Michigan State University)
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/12_to_14_year_olds_ages_and_stages_of_youth_development

Origami Club
http://www.en.origami-club.com/

Animal Print Painted Glass
http://club.chicacircle.com/animal-print-painted-glass-diy/

Duct Tape Rose
http://www.instructables.com/id/Duct-Tape-Rose/

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fclub.chicacircle.com%2Fanimal-print-painted-glass-diy%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF6w3hKUM4TqdQT71XshEAzOyoHWg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fecommons.cornell.edu%2Fbitstream%2F1813%2F19311%2F2%2FStagesAdol_chart.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEmebVyJMbS8vLdrE5qDxHvlj8RXw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmsue.anr.msu.edu%2Fnews%2F12_to_14_year_olds_ages_and_stages_of_youth_development&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE7OYtr3fKI4Ds_OHsvJBR9YaNsYg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.en.origami-club.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF1LeDU2wLAJhsCe8NJW538h4DwPg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fclub.chicacircle.com%2Fanimal-print-painted-glass-diy%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF6w3hKUM4TqdQT71XshEAzOyoHWg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.instructables.com%2Fid%2FDuct-Tape-Rose%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGMe4D5MotBj8QLr_xMP9DOb_blpg

